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and the like through telephone and
radio. At first skeptical, military lead-
ers quickly learned to appreciate their
skill and tremendous value to the war
effort. The Japanese never broke their
code.

While the Federal Government relied
on the Navajo language for military
success, back home, it continued the
longstanding policy of forbidding Na-
tive students from speaking their lan-
guages at Federal boarding schools.

Mr. Willie served in the Battle of
Okinawa, one of the last and deadliest
battles of the war. In June 1945, the
Americans and the British Pacific
Fleet took the island after 82 days of
battle. It was their last stop before the
planned attempt to take the Island of
Japan, which was preempted when the
United States dropped the atomic
bomb on Hiroshima on August 6.

After coming home, Mr. Willie mar-
ried Emma Gean Willie, and they had
10 children. The code talker program
was secret, and the code talkers were
sworn not to tell anyone about their
work. Even after the Federal Govern-
ment declassified the program in 1968,
Mr. Willie continued to honor his
promise and did not tell family mem-
bers he was a code talker until almost
30 years later. In 2001, Mr. Willie and

his fellow code talkers were awarded
the Silver Congressional Medal of
Honor.

Today I honor Mr. Willie,
American hero.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS
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REMEMBERING JOHN G. DEERY,
SR.

e Mr. GRASSLEY. Mr. President, I
come to the floor today to pay tribute
to an outstanding businessman and cit-
izen John G. Deery, Sr., of Cedar Falls,
IA. Mr. Deery passed away recently at
the age of 88. He leaves behind a close-
knit and loving family—his beloved
wife, Marlene; his two sons, John and
Dan, both of Cedar Falls, IA; and a host
of children and great-grandchildren,
nieces and nephews.

A veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps,
John was an active parishioner of St.
Patrick Catholic Church and a re-
spected civic and business leader who
left his mark throughout Cedar Valley.
Following his military service—1948
1951—and startup ventures in the Quad
Cities and Wisconsin, John purchased a
Buick dealership in the late 1960s in
Cedar Falls. This Wisconsin native be-
came an Iowa transplant and never
looked back. From then on, he and his
family business paved a road to pros-
perity by winning the business of gen-
erations of satisfied customers.

A look back through the rearview
mirror shows a life well lived. He was a
member of the Cedar Falls AMVETS
Post 49, Iowa Auto Dealers Associa-
tion, Knights of Columbus, and a
founding father of Community Na-
tional Bank.
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The patriarch of the family, John
carved out his slice of the American
dream. After opening the Buick dealer-
ship, the business eventually grew into
a series of enterprises, eventually em-
ploying a workforce of more than 200
people. For six decades, he owned the
Deery Automotive Group, encom-
passing John Deery Motors, Dan Deery
Motors, and Deery Brothers Collision
Center that provided livelihoods for
generations of local families and a
trusted place to buy and repair the
family car.

After turning the reins of the auto-
mobile business over to the next gen-
eration, John launched yet another
successful enterprise in real estate de-
velopment. An active octogenarian,
John didn’t let any grass grow under-
neath his feet and continued looking
for ways to make his community a bet-
ter place to live. A decade ago, he was
nominated for the Waterloo Courier’s
inaugural Eight Over Eighty Award.

The residents of Cedar Valley have
benefited from John and Marlene’s gen-
erous commitment to giving back their
time, talent, and treasure. A number of
nonprofit agencies and community or-
ganizations have benefited from their
philanthropic pursuits, including my
alma mater, the University of North-
ern Iowa, the Black Hawk County
Sheriff’s Office, the Cedar Falls and
Waterloo police departments, St. Pat-
rick Catholic Church and School, and
El Kahir Shrine.

Today I pay my respects to this
American veteran, successful Iowan,
and civic leader. John Deery, Sr.,
steered a steady and honorable journey
on the road of life and he will be great-
ly missed by those who loved him the
most.e

———

TRIBUTE TO DIANNE PAQUETTE

e Ms. HASSAN. Mr. President, I am
honored to recognize as July’s Granite
Stater of the Month an individual who
truly embodies the best of New Hamp-
shire’s all-hands-on-deck spirit, con-
sistently rolling up her sleeves and
helping her community, Dianne
Paquette of Salem, NH.

Dianne’s efforts started with two ele-
mentary school playgrounds that need-
ed repairs. She led efforts to raise
money to repair the playgrounds be-
cause, in her words, ‘‘somebody has
to.” After she was successful in her
fundraising efforts for the playgrounds,
Dianne moved on to other town land-
marks and was instrumental in raising
funds and gathering volunteers for sev-
eral projects, including restoring the
historic Salem Depot Train Station.

Dianne has formed a core group of
friends—a group that she calls the Vil-
lage—made up of law enforcement offi-
cials, firefighters, and Granite Staters
who share her commitment to helping
their community. Recently, Dianne
and the Village have focused on helping
those in need after two separate apart-
ment fires in Salem. She helped orga-
nize a spaghetti dinner that raised
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nearly $6,000 and then, following a sec-
ond fire, and with the help of fire-
fighters working in the kitchen, a pan-
cake breakfast that raised over $5,000.

Dianne said that these fires increased
awareness about an issue that is near
to her heart, the lack of affordable
housing in the Salem area. The funds
she helped raise are going to address
many of the challenges the victims of
the fires will face, including relocating.
As she said, you can’t fix everything
with pancakes and spaghetti, but you
can do what you can to help.

Dianne reminds us all that some-
times helping your community is about
being the person to take the first step
and voice the idea, and her efforts to
mobilize friends and neighbors to work
together has made a difference
throughout her community. For her
dedication to Salem, I am proud to rec-
ognize Dianne as July’s Granite Stater
of the Month.e

——
REMEMBERING JACK POWELL
e Mr. JONES. Mr. President, I rise

today with deep sadness, but also with
reverence to remember Jack Powell,
who died on May 12, 2018. Jack Powell
was a beloved coach and educator in
Alabama. He was revered by his stu-
dents and players and often regarded as
a second father to many. Until his 95th
birthday, regular reunions were held by
former high school players to honor
Coach Powell and reminisce with
former teammates. His accomplish-
ments on and off the course touched
thousands of lives.

Coach Powell was born on March 20,
1922, in Andalusia. He was one of 10
children born to George Bennie and
Lilla Lawson Powell. He played basket-
ball in the State tournament for 3
years as a student at Pleasant Home
High School. They went undefeated
during the regular season of his senior
year. Coach Powell went on to Auburn
University to play for coaches Bob
Evans, Ralph ‘‘Shug’ Jordan, and V.dJ.
Edney. While at Auburn, he was a
letterman 2 years in a row and cocap-
tain of the team in 1946.

After his college career, he served as
an educator for approximately 40 years.
He worked at Lockhart and Eufaula
high schools from 1947 to 1966, then
Livingston University, now the Univer-
sity of West Alabama, from 1966 to 1972,
and finally at Sparks State Technical
College in Eufaula until his retire-
ment.

During his time as a high school
coach, he received several Coach of the
Year Awards and won district, area, re-
gional, and State championships. He
coached three Alabama  All-Star
Games, including the inaugural game
in 1963. He served as coach to 11 All-
State players. While at Eufaula High
School, his team went to the State
tournament nine times, finishing in
the top four positions. During his 20-
year tenure, he amassed an impressive
winning record of 406-193.
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